CHAPTER III
WHEN AND  WHY THE BHARATA WAS RECAST

WEBER ^observes " The first evidence of the existence
of an epic with the contents of the Mahabharata cornes
to us from Rhetor Dion Chrysostom who flourished in
the second half of the first century A D Since Megas-
thenes says nothing of this epic, it is not an improbable
hypothesis that its origin is to be placed between
Megasthenes and Chrysostom " Weber, the only ble-
mish of whose "deep and really wonderful research is a
kind of bias, has here forgotten that we have not the
work of Megasthenes before us That most valuable
book has been lost It is only from fragments of it
quoted by others that we get ^orne information about
India as it was in 300 B C But even these fragments
mention, as observed by Weber himself, a HeiacXles
and a Pandia, who can be identified as Krishna and his

*sister It thus appears clear that the Pandava legend
was well known even in the days of Megasthenes (we
shall return to this topic in the second book) It cannot,

^therefore, be believed with Webet that the origin of the
Mahabharata is to be placed between 300 B C and 50
A D This is a very short period indeed for its birth
as well as for its growth to such an enormous volume It
seems, however, probable that the last recasting of the